Mandarin Chinese 3 Character Tone Drills

Like we discussed in our last article, Mandarin Chinese 2 Character Tone Drills, getting Mandarin
Chinese tones correct is vital if you want to be understood in Mainland China or Taiwan. Mandarin
Chinese, being a tonal language, makes it so that pronunciation is even more vital, because
mispronouncing a tone can create a completely different meaning. It is well worth the investment to
practice speaking the various tones over and over, until you can pronounce almost any tone
combination correctly. This article contains all 64 tone combination drills of the 4 tones taking 3 tones
at a time.

111,112,113,114,121,122,123,124,131,132,133,134,141,142,143,144,21

1,212,213,214,221,222,223,224,231,232,233,234,241,242,243,244,311,3
12,313,314,321,322,323,324,331,332,333,334,341,342,343,344,411,412,
413,414,421,422,423,424,431,432,433,434,441,442,443,444.

Use this document to practice your tones to improve your speaking ability. The data for each drill is
shown as follows: first Traditional Characters followed by their corresponding Simplified Characters
followed by the pronunciation of the 3 characters, and then finally the definition(s) of the word. There
are 4 example drills for each tone combination.

(Dictionary data used from CC-CEDICT)

1 1 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

FRPEE P[E [zhongl xil yil] /Chinese and Western medicine/a doctor trained in Chinese and Western
medicine/

RZIBEE RiBZF [jiaol tongl chel] /shuttle bus/

¥4 Y& [chul zhongl shengl] /junior high student/

WNMEEE MIMET [kal feil ting1] /coffee shop/

1 1 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

=&/ =ihf [sanl bianl xing2] /triangle/

AP PLLEE [Zhongl shanl Ling2] /Dr Sun Yat-sen's mausoleum in Nanjing/

FEF RELE [zhongl qingl nian2] /middle-aged/

EERIK E&IK [pingl pangl giu2] /table tennis/ping-pong/table tennis ball/CL:{@&|/[ge4]/

1 1 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

— T %4 — 7T = [yil ding1 dian3] /a tiny bit/a wee bit/

—ia8R —i5R [yil qingl zao3] /early in the morning/

FEEE AEIE [Zhongl canl guan3] /Chinese restaurant/

B —#5 £ —%3 [danl yil ma3] /Unicode/also written %t —1%|45—3/

1 1 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

—7J3H — 7 [yil fangl mian4] /on the one hand/
—Ra®l —Ra®l [yil tail zhi4] /the one-child policy/
B+ BT [zhongl bal shi4] /minibus/

RiBE L@ [jiaol tongl feid] /transport costs/

1 2 1 Mandarin tone combination drills
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—FH — 4 Hf [yil nian2 qil] /one year period (in a contract or budget)/

+tEEER £k [Qil long2 zhul] /Dragon Ball, Japanese manga and anime series/
=FBAN =3kAN [san1 tou? jil] /triceps muscle/triceps brachii/

FRE4 fiE4 [zhongl xue2 shengl] /middle-school student/high school student/

1 2 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

FEA FEA [Zhongl guo2 ren2] /Chinese person/

1E1T A 1817 A [xiul xing2 ren2] /person pursuing religious practice (Buddhism)/
JKGEHR 7KGEH [bingl qi2 lin2] /ice cream/

Z Rk ZRh& [duol min2 zu2] /multi-ethnic/

1 2 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

FE]ZE PE [Zhongl guo2 chan3] /made in China/home-grown (talent)/

J\iE3E /\1Al% [Bal da2 ling3] /Badaling, a particular section of the Great Wall that is a favorite tourist
destination/

Y12E ¥]=# [chul xue2 zhe3] /beginning student/

XX EE KIE [tianl wen2 guan3] /planetarium/

1 2 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

— & —& ¥ [yil nian2 ban4] /a year and a half/

=& =& [sanl wen?2 zhi4] /sandwich (loanword)/

FEIS REZ [Zhongl guo? cai4] /Chinese cuisine/

FEE FE1E [Zhongl guo2 hua4] /(spoken) Chinese language/

1 3 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

=H%E =R13E [sanl jiao3 maol] /jack of all trades/

=R =/AN [sanl jiao3 jil] /deltoid muscle (over the shoulder)/
NEE NEZ% [gongl zhu3 chel] /ladies bicycle/

LI T4 [Anl ka3 lal] /Ankara, capital of Turkey/

1 3 2 Mandarin tone combination drills
=2 =A% [sanl jiao3 xue2] /trigonometry/
=AF =/ [sanl jiao3 xing2] /triangle/
=f38E =A% [sanl jiao3 long?2] /triceratops/
IDIEER DB [xind 1i3 xue2] /psychology/

1 3 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

A\ AR [gongl mu3 lia3] /husband and wife/

5@ E5@ [bingl ma3 yong3] /figurines of warriors and horses buried with the dead/Terracotta
Army (historic site)/

7k 0O H7K O [chul shui3 kou3] /water outlet/drainage outlet/

1 3 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

FREZ PEZ [zhongl cao3 yao4] /Chinese herbal medicine/
k¥ & k¥ E [yil wo3 kan4] /in my opinion/
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NMFER 2 FH [gongl zai3 miand] /brand of Hong Kong instant noodles/also used as term for instant
noodles in general/
HAO& HO% [chul kou3 huo4] /exports/goods for export/

1 4 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

§7 1% T2 [ganl zao4 jil] /a drier/

{KIMEE {K M/ [dil xue4 yal] /low blood pressure/

{HFER R [gongl ying4 shang1] /supplier/

[Ai#3% Fjd% [Zhoul Run4 fal] /Chow Yun-Fat (1955-), Hong Kong TV and film star/

1 4 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

—f{EA —/A [yil ged ren2] /by oneself (without assistance)/alone (without company)/
FEARET Y4BT [Guangl gund jie2] /Singles' Day, celebrated on November 11 (11/11)/
NERE NEE [gongl shi4 fang?2] /office (room or building)/

FFE TFY [gian] zi4 jie2] /kilobyte/

1 4 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

ERFE EREE [diul fan4 wan3] /to lose one's job/

R G FT RS [jiaol yid suo3] /exchange/stock exchange/
R5E R 53E [jiaol yid zhe3] /dealer/

fftm# M= [gongl xue4 zhe3] /blood donor/

1 4 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

Fritt4R fritt4E [zhongl shid ji4] /medieval/Middle Ages/

ARz F138 [zhongl weid shud] /median/

RH5E RHSA [jiaol yi4 huid] /trade fair/

= % [Jial shid ke4] /JUSCO, Japanese chain of hypermarkets/

2 1 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

{EE# (B [chuan2 zhenl jil] /fax machine/

2580 2810 [quan2 shenl xin1] /wholeheartedly/(to devote oneself) heart and soul/
B JIV& B3/MAT [nan2 gual dengl] /jack-o'-lantern/

REE REE [Wu2 gel kul] /Angkor Wat, temple complex in Cambodia/

2 1 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

AT AT [ren2 gongl he2] /canal/man-made waterway/

B33 EE1d [tong2 yinl ci2] /homophonic words/

BEE 75 [Qiao2 dal mo2] /Gautama, surname of the Siddhartha, the historical Buddha/
F#E A F42 A [nian2 gingl ren2] /young people/youngster/

2 1 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

AIE ATS [ren2 gongl dao3] /artificial island/

{SE15 (£%17 [ting2 chel chang3] /parking lot/car park/

B &6 EHIE [tu2 shul guan3] /library/CL:Z[jiall,{&@| M ge4]/
77815 7417 [cun2 chel chang3] /bike park/
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2 1 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

ATE AT [ren2 gongl fei4] /labor cost/

(FE[E 24 [ting2 chel ku4] /car park/

{SEElh {22414 [ting2 chel zhan4] /bus stop/

gi—[a) AI—[a [gian2 yil xiang4] /lately/in the recent past/

2 2 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

AfTE A1TX [ren2 xing2 qul] /pedestrian precinct/

HZEHT S Hr [E2 luo2 sil] /Russia/

BB B [Nan2 ji2 zhoul] /Antarctica/

B %7 EA# [Tang2 ren2 Jiel] /Chinatown/CL:f§|5[tia02], EE[zuo4]/

2 2 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

A E AZF [ren2 wen2 xue2] /humanities/

[E1ERE BfE = [Ni2 de2 lan2] /the Netherlands/

EEA ZE A [De2 guo2 ren2] /German person or people/
BAET BT [Qing2 ren2 jie2] /Valentine's Day/

2 2 3 Mandarin tone combination drills
Bfz+ Bz [tu2 xing2 ka3] /graphics card/
[E;B# fEiA/R [Ni2 bo2 er3] /Nepal/

R EEE ME# [cheng2 nian2 zhe3] /adult/
FEIRK #7457K [ning2 meng?2 shui3] /lemonade/

2 2 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

ARE AR [ren2 min2 bi4] /Renminbi (RMB)/Chinese Yuan (CNY)/
A1Ti8 AfTi8 [ren2 xing2 dao4] /sidewalk/

2EM4 £EM [quan2 guo2 xing4] /national/

£FH 2B [quan2 ju2 xing4] /global/

2 3 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

{21888 {2458 [ting2 sun3 dan1] /stop order (finance)/
BI%X Bi1JLX [gian2 ji3 tian1] /a few days before/
BgEEM B3 [Nan2 mei3 zhoul] /South America/

J&F$8 [RF# [yuan2 zi3 zhong1] /atomic clock/

2 3 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

AO2 AO% [ren2 kou3 xue2] /demography/

YEZE (& MEZEZ [zha2 shu3 tiao2] /french fries/

Egdt2E mdbZE [Nan2 Bei3 Mei3] /North and South America/
B IKAE 7B 7KBE [gian2 shui3 ting3] /submarine/

2 3 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

A& A% [ren2 kou3 shu4] /population/

AFE) AFz) [ren2 shou3 dong4] /manually controlled/

RE %= K/R%e [Fu2 er3 tai4] /Voltaire (1694-1778), Enlightenment philosopher/
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&itm &4t [Tai2 bei3 shi4] /Taibei or Taipei, capital of Taiwan/

2 4 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

AR A8 [ren2 shi4 jian1] /the secular world/

g [E mmX [Nan2 shi4 qul] /South city district/

B=E EZ=E [bo2 ked4 quan1] /blogosphere/

FX¥] £ [nian2 dai4 chul] /beginning of an age/beginning of a decade/

2 4 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

38 TS5 [cheng? wud yuan?] /attendant on an airplane, train, boat etc/
ANFEEE AZZE [ren2 leid xue2] /anthropology/

1815 8E 1287 [ling2 dao4 long?2] /velociraptor (dinosaur)/

E4IKk BFEK [Nan2 ban4 qiu2] /Southern Hemisphere/

2 4 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

A E % £ E = [ning2 gu4 dian3] /freezing point/

BIARA BIAA [gian2 bu4 jiu3] /not long ago/not long before/
#5758 #E5eiB [Jie2 ke4 yu3] /Czech (language)/

%EM #ZE [he2 dian4 chang3] /nuclear power plant/

2 4 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

AERE ASE4 [ren2 shi4 chu4] /human resources department/

FIZEIE MZEIE [xing?2 shi4 fan4] /a criminal/

BUENRX RINBA [bie2 dong4 dui4] /special detachment/commando/an armed secret agent squad/
{E75 5% BZ5iE [bo2 yid lund] /game theory/

3 1 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

{RE$HA (REEHA [bao3 xianl qil] /shelf life/freshness date/
1B & [fan3 qingl xiaol] /anti-dumping/

Kk &i5 k#;5 [fan3 tanl wul] /anticorruption/

INVERZR VRS [xiao3 shuol jial] /novelist/

3 1 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

REH AERK [wu3 xingl ji2] /five-star (hotel)/

BRI (R [weil kel xue2] /pseudoscience/

Ab7KiE JE7Ki¥ [Bei3 bing1 yang2] /Arctic ocean/

R A I %A [Guang3 dong1 ren2] /Cantonese (people)/

3 1 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

F 1R EHMR [zhu3 jil ban3] /motherboard/
BEF hEF [weil junl zi3] /hypocrite/

NRER /NZKE [xiao3 jial shu3] /mouse/

B E /Eid#E [yan3 shuol zhe3] /orator/speaker/

3 1 4 Mandarin tone combination drills
AR ATEA [wu3 hual roud] /streaky pork/
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eI 21838 [Kai3 sal jiang4] /Caesar salad dressing/
JEIREE JLRIE [Bei3 jing1 huad] /Beijing dialect/
mAERE B AR [gu3 Xil la4] /ancient Greece/

3 2 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

B [E g =T[E UL [ke3 hui2 shoul] /recyclable/

FHE FHi/ [yu3 hang2 yuan2] /astronaut/

BB A BB A [you3 ging2 ren2] /lovers/

BHiEA B A [you3 gian2 ren2] /the rich/the wealthy/

3 2 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

H#ES &5 5 [gu3 Luo2 ma3] /ancient Rome/

BEA S5 [dao3 mang2 quan3] /guide dog (for the blind)/Seeing Eye dog/
/ZBA&R /NBAR [xiao3 peng?2 you3] /child/CL:{@|{Mge4]/

Ah&:E A H%1E [ben3 zu2 yu3] /native language/mother tongue/

3 2 4 Mandarin tone combination drills
AR A [jia3 ren2 xiang4] /an effigy/
M TR BT 48 [liang3 jie2 gund] /nunchaku/
R A% & A [fan3 ren2 lei4] /inhuman/

YF 3R 1315 [Hao3 lai2 wu4] /Hollywood/

3 3 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

fF#7K#8 fif7K#8 [chu3 shui3 xiang1] /water-storage tank/
6N JE2E5M [Bei3 mei3 zhoul] /North America/
BYFR#% BYFIM1 [qu3 kuan3 jil] /ATM/

Hertd Rl [xi3 wan3 jil] /dishwasher/

3 3 2 Mandarin tone combination drills
THH +HH [Tu3 er3 qi2] /Turkey/

Fimzd ZPia [wei3 wan3 ci2] /euphemism/
FTX A $FTX A [da3 huo3 shi2] /flint/

TBAE M #8#555m [gan3 lan3 you2] /olive oil/

3 3 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

{F4B4E {F4N1E [shi3 ling3 guan3] /embassy and consulate/
FiE=E FiE = [suo3 you3 zhu3] /owner/proprietor/

4R EE 4XEE [zhi3 lao3 hu3] /paper tiger/

8 & id [Meng3 gu3 yu3] /Mongolian language/

3 3 4 Mandarin tone combination drills
F&E M F 5S4 [zhu3 dao3 xing4] /leadership/
{#;®%E {#7= [shi3 man3 yi4] /to make content/
L&A L5/ [pi3 ma3 li4] /horsepower/

E ]2 T 8]% [Bao3 ke3 meng4] /Pokémon/
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3 4 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

R ®ILE [qi3 ye4 jial] /entrepreneur/

B 5% [chu3 bei4 jinl] /reserves (bank)/

¥ 2 ¥ 2 [Hao3 shi4 duol] /Costco (warehouse club chain)/
FTEN#% $TENHL [da3 yin4 jil] /printer/

3 4 2 Mandarin tone combination drills
F#iE EE [zhu3 ban4 guo2] /host country/
R ##1 /X i [fan3 yi4 ci2] /antonym/

FHE2 FHF [yu3 zhousd xue2] /cosmology/
BF12 5F# [xie3 zi4 lou2] /office building/

3 4 3 Mandarin tone combination drills
L& m ZLHI& [ru3 zhi4 pin3] /dairy products/
{iRE & {;RE F [jia3 mao4 pin3] /counterfeit object/fake/
T45E 1457 [tu3 te4 chan3] /local specialty/
248 =M [Tu3 doud Wang3] /Tudou, a Chinese video-sharing website/

3 4 4 Mandarin tone combination drills
E 88 £7IM [zhu3 1i4 jiand] /battleship/
RBPFx R BPFx [bao3 yud yuand] /orphanage/nursery/
/S EVRE /23R [leng3 red bing4] /malaria/
R #E Rk#t% [fan3 she4 huid] /antisocial (behavior)/

4 1 1 Mandarin tone combination drills
TEH7 T 24 [xiad xing1 qil] /next week/
¥R NF#% [bud xinl xianl] /stale/

#1582 7] #1Z0 7] [ti4 xul daol] /shaver/razor/
$I58E #IIE [ti4 xul gaol] /shaving cream/

4 1 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

EXE EXE [Rend tian1 tang2] /Nintendo/

255 255 [jian4 shenl fang2] /gym/gymnasium/
5|E8 8 %% 5 [lie4 chel yuan2] /train attendant/
KPE¥ KA¥ [Da4 xil yang2] /Atlantic Ocean/

4 1 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

F|E R 7% [lied chel zhang3] /conductor/train manager/
LAt 1 [huad zhuang1 pin3] /cosmetic/makeup product/
£ TR £ T~ [hua4 gongl chang3] /chemical factory/

E5R:E EXKIE [Ke4 jial yu3] /Hakka (a Chinese dialect)/

4 1 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

T—IX F—i& [xia4 yil ci4] /next/

T —iiy F—iiy [xiad yil zhan4] /the next stop (of a bus etc)/
ARPIE RIE [bud gongl zhengd] /injustice/
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P& WA [neid yil kud] /underwear/

4 2 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

FEE# T [Xiad long2 Wan1] /Ha Long Bay, Vietnam/

LK L= [huad xue2 jial] /chemist/

& &% R [ye4 lan2 shan1] /late at night/

XE4%# XE% [dad tong2 xiang1] /person from the same province/

4 2 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

15 1S [zuo4 ren2 qing2] /to do a favor to sb/
Ik E HIRIX [di4 giu2 yi2] /globe/

SNEAN SMELA [waid guo2 ren2] /foreigner/

AFEi¥ N¥# [Tai4 ping2 Yang2] /Pacific Ocean/

4 2 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

R&iE A&i% [bud he2 fa3] /illegal/

REER REER [bud jie2 guo3d] /fruitless/

HMBREE YMEIE [waid guo2 yu3] /foreign language/
£ HE+ EAEF [zhi4 neng? ka3] /smart card/

4 2 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

AAE A A8 [bud ren2 dao4] /inhuman/

RNEER ANEER [bud neng?2 bu4] /have to/cannot but/
RiF RNiRZF [bud shi2 zi4] /illiterate/

{alAR2E fEARES [si4 fu2 qi4] /server (computer) (Tw)/

4 3 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

REFER A4 [bud hao3 shuol] /hard to say/unpleasant to say/can't be sure/
ZFE ZF % [er4 shou3 chel] /second-hand car/

thHEER #HEZ [did pai3 chel] /handcart/

H#AJ] H&J] [Ri4 ben3 daol] /Japanese sword/katana/

4 3 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

ARAFI AAH [bud jiu3 gian2] /not long ago/

FF1S FH1S [Lid ya3 de2] /Riyadh, capital of Saudi Arabia/
B34 A €134 A [chuang4 shi3 ren2] /creator/founder/initiator/
F/\BF F /BT [band xiao3 shi?] /half hour/

4 3 3 Mandarin tone combination drills

F4EE EMA [shang4 wang3 ben3] /netbook/

NESF AT [bud zhun3 xu3] /forbidden/not allowed/

MNEH AE S [Neid4 meng3 gu3] /Inner Mongolia/abbr. for A& BiAE|NS H BAX[Neid meng3 gu3
9\AT SMER [waid zu3 mu3] /mother's mother/maternal grandmother/

4 3 4 Mandarin tone combination drills
L8 LB [Shang4 hai3 shi4] /Shanghai municipality in southeast China, abbr. j&|;F/
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i858 £i81E [Shang4 hai3 hua4] /Shanghainese/Shanghai dialect/
AB%H A1%% [ru4 chang3 quan4] /admission ticket/
B{#H BFH [zaid shi3 yong4] /to reuse

4 4 1 Mandarin tone combination drills

E¥X E¥X [shang4 ban4 tian1] /morning/

E¥8 E¥5 [shang4 ban4 shen1] /the upper body/
L&y £330 [shang4 jind xin1] /motivation/ambition/
YFKZ 4MKZ [waid tai4 kongl] /outer space/

4 4 2 Mandarin tone combination drills

E¥5F ¥ [shang4 band nian2] /first half (of a year)/

B4R 524 [shid jied ji2] /world-class/

ENEA ENE A [Yin4 dud ren2] /Indian (person)/CL:{@&|{[ge4]/Indian people/
ENFE¥ ENE¥ [Yind dud yang2] /Indian Ocean/

4 4 3 Mandarin tone combination drills/

SR {5AF [xin4 yong4 ka3] /credit card/

&2 £ &1 [jied ji4 ka3] /debit card/

BRUAR B4 [zaid zhid zhi3] /recycled paper/
ENithzE ENHIE [Yind di4 yu3] /Hindi (language)/

4 4 4 Mandarin tone combination drills

EERA E£EA [shang4 ged yued] /last month/

¥ E3¥7& [shang4 ban4 ye4] /first half of the night/time before midnight/
NE# AN [bud yong4 xied] /You're welcome/Don't mention it/

{EXIE {EXIJE [biand 1i4 dian4] /convenience store/

Mandarinportal.com 2017



